
Steyning Museum Newsletter  December 2017

Museum Diary

09.12.17 Christmas Concert

Steyning Centre

2.00 pm

15.12.17 Christmas Supper

Steyning Centre

7.00pm for 7.30pm

24.02.18 Steyning Showcase

Museum Stall

Steyning Centre

10.00am, - 4.00pm

24.03.18 The Museum AGM

Penfold Hall

10.30am

200 Club

October Draw:

1st prize  = Mr G Seaton (£35)

2nd prize = Mrs L Coyne (£25)

3rd prize  =Mrs A Ketteman (£15)

November Draw:

1st prize  = Mrs DP Price (£35)

2nd prize = Mrs P Hazell ( £25)

3rd prize  =Mrs G Kille(£15)

Big Draw
from Jacquie Buttriss

This year, we held our Big Draw art

workshop on Saturday 7th October.  This is part

of a national event in museums and art galleries

all over the country and it was our 11th year of

the Big Draw at Steyning Museum.  Although we

had fewer participants this year, the atmosphere

of the day was possibly the best yet.  Whole

families and individuals of all ages came and

sketched in the Museum, before going across to

do their artworks on tables in the Penfold Hall,

where we provided a  choice of printing,

painting, drawing or collage with a wide variety

of materials.

 “It’s fun,” said Daniel. 

“I love it,” agreed Mareike.  

“And Mummy loves it too,” added their

mum, Michelle.  “Because, once a year, we can

come and be a bit creative.”

“It’s good to start at the Museum,”

added another mum, Paula.  “It was fascinating

going round the Museum and it was a good

warm-up.  We loved having all the different

things to do and the abundance of materials, to

stop the children getting bored.  All the helpers

were great and we had a lovely, relaxing time. 

It was a good community feel.”

“I liked doing a collage,” smiled Alice.

“I liked the artists’ pens.  It was inspiring

to do olden days drawings,” added Oscar.

Most of the finished artworks are now mounted

in two displays in the Museum itself, so do come

along and have a look at this year’s colourful

achievements.

I would like to thank all our wonderful helpers,

almost all of whom spent the whole day inspiring

participants and helping them to enjoy their time

with us.  Thanks to Anne Bacon, Gill Kille, Joan

Denwood, Judy Krolick, Maggie Hollands, Muriel

Wright, Nickie Sherrott and Stephanie Grant.

Activity Morning - Where were you all?

from Joan Denwood

We had our Children's Activity morning in half

term and only 10 children turned up! We would

like double that number and usually get it.

Please could you all help next time by reminding

family, neighbours and friends, so that we have

a busier time and our wonderful volunteers, who

give up their time so willingly, are kept fully

occupied.

Having said that, we took a total of £34.90 in

entry, donations and shop and received this

lovely letter from a grateful little girl :-

"Dear museum people

thank you very much for a wonderful day on
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Thursday. I really enjoyed joining in all the

interesting displays and dressing up."

Isn't that brilliant and it cheered us all up.

Next time for Children's Activity morning is

Thursday 15th February 10 - 12.30.

Also visit us in the Big Tent as part of the

Steyning Festival on Thursday 31st May 10 -

12.30.

Please put these dates in your 2018 diaries.

Thank you. 

Coffee Morning & Chrismas Concert

from Maggie Hollands

A big thank you to all who came to our Autumn

Coffee morning, which was most successful.

Despite the other events in the town we made

an overall profit of £325:50.

I would also like to thank once again the stall

helpers, cake makers and those who

contributed to the raffle and other stalls. We

could not do without you.

Our next event is the Christmas Concert

entitled “I Believe in Christmas”, with Zoe and

her Cantatrice Voices and Kaleidoscope

Singers. It is on Saturday December 9th at 2pm

at the Steyning Centre.

Tickets are £8:50 and children under 16 £3:00.

This includes mince pies and tea or coffee.

Zoe’s concerts are always a great success and

so enjoyable. Please come to help raise funds

for your Steyning Museum 

Tickets are available at the Museum and the

Steyning Book Shop. 

Puzzle Picture

No-one has said that they managed to work out

the puzzle picture in the October newsletter.  If

you go through the archway next to the

Chequer pub you will find the left hand wall has

been painted black.  Just a short way in at

ground level is the plaque shown in the picture. 

When the wall was painted the plaque was left

clear so someone must have thought it

important.  Have a look and see if you have any

thoughts about what it represents.

Money Matters

As the Museum has to be self-financing, the

management team has always had an eye on

making/saving money.  That was the thought in

mind when it was decided to install solar panels

on the Museum roof in 2012.  These have been

very successful in cutting our bill for electricity. 

As a round figure, we have paid £11,000 for

electricity consumed since 2012, but have

received back £12,000 for power generated by

the panels.

200 Club

The 200 Club has always been a another

valuable source of income, but we are now in a

situation when we may have to close it and lose

that income.  Those joining the club pay a £10

subscription for the year.  The names of

members are entered in a draw every month

which gives them a chance to win one of three

prizes of £50, £25 and £15.  By law, the Museum

may retain half the money raised from

subscriptions, leaving the rest of the money

raised to be paid in prizes. 

That sounds straight forward, but there

comes a problem if the total number of

members falls too far below 200.  A total of 150

members is the tipping point, below which we

have to reduce the level of prizes to retain the

contribution paid to Museum funds.  That might

lead to present members losing interest to the

point of  leaving the Club.

At present we have 35 spaces for new

members of the 200 Club, so to help keep the

Museum running please join or persuade

someone else to join if you are already signed

up.  

You will find an application form over the

page.  Once completed, the form should be

returned with the annual payment of £10 for the

attention of Erica Gayler at the Museum. If you

hurry, you can be entered into the January

Grand Draw which is always a bumper one with

prizes of £100, £50 and £25.

Of course, if you already belong to the 200

Club you can have a second entry into the

monthly draw by sending Erica another £10.

Tony Ketteman (Editor)     
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