
 Steyning Museum Newsletter December 2014

Museum Diary

19.12.14 Joint Museum & Steyning Society

Christmas Supper

Steyning Centre

7.00 for 7.45pm

21.03.15 Annual General Meeting

Penfold Hall

2.30 pm

11.04.15 Spring Coffee Morning

Penfold Hall

10.30 - 12.00

200 Club

October Draw:

1st prize = Helen Lewis (£35)

2nd prize = Jill Peacock (£25)

3rd prize = Noel Smalley (£15)

November Draw:

1st prize = John Gardner (£35)

2nd prize = Dennis freeman (£25)  

3rd prize = James Welch(£15)

Children's Activity Day

Thursday 30th October 

 from Joan Denwood

 The purpose of our day was to encourage

children and their parents to come into the

Museum by providing extra activities with a

Victorian theme for them to try. They had a go

at brass rubbing, tried on Victorian costumes,

played bagatelle and shove ha'penny. They 

made Victorian style Christmas cards and

played with a whole table full of Victorian style

toys. 

Original  Victorian stereoscopes were there

too, to be explored, handled and explained.

Everyone had a great time and the Museum

buzzed with chatter. It was a lovely day and I

must thank our helpers for making the day
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such a success. We also had splendid

coverage in the Steyning Herald, with a front

page picture and 5 more pictures with an

article inside - great publicity.

Autumn Coffee Morning

 from Maggie Hollands

We had a very enjoyable autumn coffee

morning at the Penfold Hall on November 8th. 

We made a net profit of over £270:00 from the

raffle, cake stall, books and bric a brac stall

and from the sale of items from the Museum

shop.

Thank you to everyone who joined us to make

this event a most enjoyable occasion as well

as raising funds for our Museum

With a mind to the Christmas season, many

Steyning businesses have kindly donated

items for a Christmas hamper which will be

worth in excess of £150. It will be placed in the

Museum around the middle of November and

we are selling tickets at a £1 each. The draw

will take place on Saturday 20th December at

2pm.

Please come along to buy your tickets and try

to win this lovely prize.

First World War Exhibition

Chris Tod has now completed the new

exhibition on the First World War.  When you

visit it, look in the far right hand back corner of

the Museum where you will see an example of

a cartoon published during the war. It has

been a feature of British history in recent

centuries that satire, particularly in the form of

cartoons, has been used as a way to express

popular opinion. The 18th and 19th century 

particularly were a time when authors and

artists like Rowlandson and Cruikshank used

satire to ridicule public figures, social manners

or government actions. 

Once the First World War began cartoons

and satire proved a useful tool to provide a

way for the government to provide information

or boost morale of fighting men and civilians. 

 The cartoon  used in the Museum exhibition

comes from one of several published

collections drawn by Captain Bruce

Bairnsfarther, a serving officer in the war. His

aim was to boost morale by using the humour

which was to be found amongst the soldiers

he encountered as they coped with the

horrors of the situation they lived through

every day.  Old Bill, Alf and Bert were the

characters who appeared regularly in 

Bairnfarther’s drawings and became very

popular with the public.

In the remaining section of the newsletter

I have reproduced a few of Bairnsfather’s

cartoons, which give a flavour of his humour. 

Some of the later drawings reflect the fact that 

Commonwealth countries and the USA had

joined the conflict. 

Tony Ketteman (Editor)
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A Puzzle for Paderewski
“It’s a pity Alf ain’t ‘ere, Bert:

’e can play the pianna wonderful”

A Castle in the Air
“A few more, Bert, and that there 
chateâu won’t be worth livin’in.”

A Tidy Job
“S’pose we’ll ‘ave to stop behind and 
   tidy all this up when it’s over, Bert?

Noel
(and they do know it!)

“Their Christmas don’t seem to fall 
    on the same day as ours, does it, Bert?” 3



The Point of View

Something on Account
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A Small Potato
“What’s that hat doin’ floatin’ round there, sergeant?”
“I think that’s private Murphy sittin’down, sir”

Hardly a “Home from Home.”

One of those days when you wonder 
what’s going on in Boston, Mass.

I see it’s security for the future we are fightin’ for, Alf.”
“A little of that on account, now, wouldn’t 

be a bad idea. Bert”

Something on Account

The Point of View
“Well, if it don’t get merrier than this by 
Christmas, it won’t be up to much”
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